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Let’s Enjoy Fireworks Festivals!
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In Japan, during summer, fireworks festivals are held all across the country.
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Fireworks that spread across the night sky are a beautiful sight to behold, and are one of the most iconic

summer events in Japan.
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Fireworks Festivals in Japan
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These events are mainly held from July to August, where many people gather to enjoy fireworks near

rivers, seas, and lakes.
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Some festivals launch tens of thousands of fireworks, creating spectacular scenes.
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Japanese fireworks are known for their perfectly round shapes, beautiful colors, and delicate details.
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This is the result of craftsmanship developed over a long history.
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History and Meaning of Fireworks Festivals in Japan
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Fireworks festivals in Japan are not just entertainment.
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They originally began in the Edo period to honor the deceased and pray to prevent disease and disasters.
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Even today, many festivals carry meanings such as praying for victims of war and disasters, and wishing



for peace and safety in the community.
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For example, the Nagaoka Fireworks Festival in Niigata represents prayers for recovery and peace.

fEAREDEE LIS

How to Enjoy Fireworks Festivals
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(D Ways to Enjoy
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At fireworks festivals, there are uniquely Japanese ways to enjoy them, beyond just watching.
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« Wear a yukata (summer kimono)
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- Enjoy food from street stalls
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- Spend time with family and friends
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In this way, fireworks festivals are events where you can experience Japanese culture and seasonal

atmosphere.
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(2 Important Tips When Attending
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When going to a fireworks festival, please keep the following points in mind:
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The venue is very crowded — Arrive early.
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Trains and buses are crowded — It’s better to leave at a different time.
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Take your trash home.
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Do not enter restricted areas.

B3R (@AW - 8172 L) 2HEFLTHEEL X I,
Prepare for the heat (drinks, hats, etc.).
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Major Fireworks Festivals in 2026
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Hokkaido / Tohoku
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Lake Toya Long-Run Fireworks Festival
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Feature: A rare festival held every day

B Kotk (REAEXEHRE)
Omagari Fireworks (National Fireworks Competition)
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Feature: One of Japan’s highest-level competitions
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Kanto
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Sumida River Fireworks Festival
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Feature: One of the oldest festivals in Japan
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Edogawa Fireworks Festival
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Feature: Powerful opening display
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Tsuchiura All Japan Fireworks Competition
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Feature: Rare autumn festival
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Kamakura Fireworks Festival
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Feature: Beautiful fireworks over the sea
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Chubu and others
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Nagaoka Festival Grand Fireworks
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Feature: Famous for prayers for recovery
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Lake Suwa Fireworks Festival
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Feature: Stunning reflections on the lake
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Toyota Oiden Festival Fireworks
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Feature: Synchronized with music
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Kansai
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Tenjin Festival Fireworks
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Feature: Part of the Tenjin Festival
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Naniwa Yodogawa Fireworks
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Feature: One of the largest and most crowded festivals in Kansai
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Chugoku / Shikoku
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Sanuki Takamatsu Festival Fireworks
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Feature: Beautiful harbor scenery
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Tottori ShanShan Festival Fireworks
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Feature: Combined with a traditional festival
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Kyushu
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Chikugo River Fireworks (Fukuoka)
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Feature: One of the largest in western Japan
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Kanmon Strait Fireworks (Fukuoka/Yamaguchi)
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Feature: Held simultaneously in two cities
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Important Tips that Lead to Your Future
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Bicycle rules have changed!
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About the new system starting April 2026

2026 fE4 1 1 G, HATITABMEDZEL—/WIREREENRH Y £ LI,

From April 1, 2026, major changes have been made to bicycle traffic rules in Japan.
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Until now, bicycle violations often ended with just a warning, but from now on, you may have to pay a

fine for violations.
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These rules are very important for technical trainees who use bicycles for commuting or shopping.
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For your safety, be sure to learn about these rules.
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Introduction of the “Blue Ticket” system (traffic violation notice system)

L THEURF EWORIENGREY LT

A new system called the “blue ticket” has been introduced.
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When you commit a traffic violation, the police issue a blue ticket, and you must pay a penalty fine.
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This applies to people aged 16 and over, so it includes all of you.
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If you pay the fine within the specified period, it will not go to court.
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However, if you do not pay, it may lead to criminal procedures, so you must respond.
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Do not think “it’s just a bicycle, so small violations are okay.”
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Violations and important points
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There are rules that must be followed even when riding a bicycle.
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For example, ignoring traffic lights, not stopping at stop signs, riding on the right side (against traffic),

and not using lights at night are traffic violations.
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Using a smartphone while riding, or listening to music with earphones is also considered dangerous and

subject to penalties.
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These behaviors easily lead to accidents and are very dangerous.
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Why the system changed
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The reason for this system is to reduce bicycle accidents.
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In Japan, bicycle accidents are increasing, and many are caused by rule violations.
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Bicycles are convenient, but they are considered “vehicles” just like cars.
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Riders have responsibility.
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Summary

Il THEEETHLENEZT D B850 ) RRIZRy £9,

From now on, even bicycle violations will result in fines.
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Following rules is very important in Japan.
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Saying “I didn’t know” may not be accepted.
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When riding a bicycle, think of yourself as a driver.
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Follow traffic lights, stop where required, and do not use your phone while riding—these basic actions

ensure safety.
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To live and work safely in Japan, be sure to follow bicycle rules.
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First Safety Over Everything
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Beware of life-threatening heat
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Heatstroke occurs due to “carelessness” and “delayed response”
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This month, we will examine the increasing risks of heatstroke and its prevention
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According to the Japan Weather Association, from June to August 2025, both the average and maximum

temperatures reached record highs, creating extremely dangerous heat conditions.
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Additionally, from May to September, 100,510 people were transported to the hospital due to heatstroke,

exceeding 100,000 for the first time since records began.
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Last year, the rainy season ended in June in many areas, and extreme heat began earlier than usual.
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As a result, the number of heatstroke-related emergency cases sharply increased from mid-June.
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Special caution is needed from the rainy season through its end.
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During this time, temperatures and humidity rise, but the body is not yet accustomed to the heat,

making it more likely for heatstroke to occur.
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1. When heatstroke strikes
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+ When you continue working without hydrating
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+ When you push yourself thinking “I'm still okay”

R LBOWGITCEET S L %

- When working in hot and humid environments
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+ When you are sleep-deprived or not feeling well
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— Heatstroke can progress without you noticing.
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2. How to prevent heatstroke
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(D Drink water and take salt before you feel thirsty
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— Drink fluids frequently before work and during breaks.
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Water is important, but it is also important to take sports drinks or salt candies to maintain salt levels.
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(2 Protect your body from heat
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— Wear breathable clothing to prevent body temperature from rising.
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If working outdoors, avoid direct sunlight as much as possible.
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If possible, use cooling clothing, cooling towels, or ice packs.
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(3 Do not ignore warning signs from your body
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— Dizziness, headaches, and nausea are danger signs.
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If you feel even slightly unwell, stop working immediately, without pushing yourself.
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3. What to do if you feel unwell
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+ Inform your supervisor immediately
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* Move to a cool place (indoors or shade)
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- Loosen clothing and cool the body (neck, armpits, groin)
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- Drink water little by little (if conscious)
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@If the person is unconscious, responds strangely, or cannot drink water, call an ambulance

immediately.
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To all trainees



falEnEZ Xic, RooMfEL KT I bHEbE L & ) |

Prepare early and take proper measures to overcome dangerous heat!
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How to Master the Japanese Language

SRADT—<

This month’s theme
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Make a Difference in Your Spare Time! How to Use Memorization Apps
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When working in Japan, you may often feel that you need to learn Japanese.
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But have you ever noticed that you forget things quickly even after studying hard?
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That is completely normal.
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According to research by psychologist Hermann Ebbinghaus, people naturally forget things
over time.
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What's important is not studying for long hours.
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What is crucial is repetition, over short periods of time.
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For example, you can study on the train during your commute, during breaks, or even for
five minutes before going to bed.
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Here are some memorization apps you can use to study anywhere.
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Recommended Apps:

Quizlet: ¥'— LR -HOETHHFITVREET I
Quizlet: A versatile app that feels like a game and is easy for beginners to continue

Monoxer: &NRMLiEH% BB TIEZIEEE 7T
Monoxer: A memorization app that automatically creates a system to help you remember

Lexilize: =N 3FTCEX TN21EBRF 7N
Lexilize: A review-focused app that reminds you before you forget
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The key is not long study sessions, but repeated short ones.
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Even a few minutes each time, if done daily, will firmly fix knowledge in your memory.
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By using memorization apps, spare time, like commuting or breaks, can become effective
study time.
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Create an environment where you can continue your studies without stress, and steadily
improve your Japanese through daily effort.



FEMNH Z B Learn from your Seniors
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How to Pass the JLPT

NUTAT 4 S N3B!
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Hello everyone. My name is Pipit Mugi Pangesti. [ am from Bekasi, Indonesia. I am 22 years old this

year. | have been working under a three-year contract since 2023.
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Before coming to Japan, I planned to attend Bandung Institute of Technology in Indonesia, but due to

financial reasons, I decided to come to Japan.
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I came to Japan in 2023, passed the JLPT N4 in 2024, and also passed N3 in 2025.
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Before taking the N4 test, I studied Japanese at a sending organization.
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In addition, I searched for Japanese practice materials online and studied on my own.
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When preparing for the N3 level, I took an online course via Instagram.
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The teacher sent assignments via messages, and I completed them.
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I also used my free time to memorize vocabulary and practice kanji.
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For listening practice, I communicated with people at my workplace.
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After living in Japan for two years, [ feel that it is a very safe and well-organized society.
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I have also learned about different cultures, how to work efficiently, and how to maintain my strength

and stamina from the Japanese who do not seem tired even after working overtime.
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In this way, I feel that [ have grown in many ways.
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In particular, I have learned a lot about discipline.
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For example, [ developed the habit of following work schedules, train times, and traffic rules.
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At first, I struggled with Japanese.
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When I first came to Japan, I could not use Japanese well,
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but thanks to everyone’s help, I stayed motivated and continued studying Japanese.
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My message to everyone is: “Don’t be influenced by friends who don’t want to study.”
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You don’t have to follow them. It is important to study properly on your own.
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My friends often tell me that [ study too much, but I still value my own goals.
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We each came to Japan with our own goals, so I think it is important to clearly distinguish between your

own goals and others’.



