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Learn Japanese at Volunteer Japanese Language Classes
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In Japan, there are many free or low—cost Japanese language classes organized by
local governments and communities.

In these classes, Japanese teachers—often volunteers or people in similar roles—
teach Japanese.
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How to Find Volunteer Japanese Language Classes
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These Japanese classes can be introduced by international exchange sections at
prefectural or city offices, regional international associations, or municipal
international exchange organizations.

If it is difficult to contact them yourself, ask a union representative to help you find
information.
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 Ask the sections in prefectural or city offices that handle foreign resident support
or international exchange.
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* Ask regional international associations or municipal international exchange
associations (check their websites as well).

*List of international associations nationwide (Japanese): Ax
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*Search on the internet.
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HNationwide volunteer Japanese class information (Japanese): Bx
MERAEOBAZEHE (ZEEE) :C

X Japanese language classes in Tokyo (multilingual): C*
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A Vietnamese learner, Mr. A, attended a Japanese class held in a local elementary
school classroom in Tokyo.

As a result, classes were held only on weekends when school was not in session.

There were also classes held at city offices, where lessons took place on weekdays
as well.
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Many of these community—based Japanese classes focus on improving
communication skills rather than emphasizing grammar like formal language schools.
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In classes with fewer students, lessons may be tailored to learners needs.

For example, classes for homemakers often spend more time teaching simple daily
conversation.

Some learners who have passed JLPT N2 or N3 may still struggle with conversation,
so conversation—only classes conducted entirely in Japanese are also offered.

For technical intern trainees, classes often focus on preparing for exams such as
the JLPT or JFT-Basic.
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Various Forms of Interaction at Volunteer Japanese Classes
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Many volunteer Japanese teachers are over 60 years old.

They include former elementary school teachers, vocational school instructors, and
Japanese language teachers. Some have experience working overseas.

FEICEOTIK, EEEEHEPOEABLTNAIEILHYET . HICERLB DD
EOSEFEF>TUTOTEREICHITAIENHYET . ASADFEEFR—/—7
— IR LDBHERNTTEAL. INMFLOBRYZLIELLERTLY
BODTIE? IEBZBITH TETNIIELHYET T, BIDEEFAM L
ANZARDFELRADKRAR(BRE) ZEEESNFEL HBDASNUMITDL
LIATSO1EF > TUNDEEDNELL=,

Some teachers occasionally bring snacks for students.

On the other hand, students sometimes bring sweets from their home countries to
share with teachers.



Mr. A’ s teacher once bought Vietnamese food after seeing it at a supermarket and
brought it to class, saying, “You probably haven’ t had Vietnamese food in a while.”

Another teacher sometimes gave Japanese children’ s picture books that were
popular among Vietnamese learners.

Some teachers also invited students to attend local community events together.
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Depending on the class, events such as Christmas parties or year—end gatherings
may be held.

Students and teachers may also participate together in local community events.
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B Related Articles

Improving conversation skills at a local volunteer class and marrying a Japanese
partner (Nara Prefecture)

Japanese / Vietnamese
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Studying for two hours every weekend at a free volunteer Japanese class (Tochigi
Prefecture)

Japanese / Vietnamese
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Important Tips that Lead to Your Future
BEZRZIDOEN-HDEE - BOELLMENS
How to Use Company Housing and

Dormitories Properly to Avoid Move—Out Fees
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In Japan, the condition of a room is checked when you move out of company
housing or a dormitory.

If the room has been used improperly or has excessive dirt or damage, you may be
charged repair or cleaning costs as “move—out fees.” To avoid paying unnecessary
money, let’ s review the key points you should be careful about in your daily
dormitory life.

BEZENWVIZEDHDRIUE

Key points for keeping your room clean

"BHIEOIZTERET S - Clean regularly
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Try to vacuum or sweep the floor every day so that trash and hair do not
accumulate.



If dirt is left for a long time, it becomes harder to remove and may require special
cleaning.
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*Keep water—related areas clean
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The kitchen, toilet, and shower room get dirty easily. After using them, wipe away
moisture and clean any dirt the same day.

If food scraps or hair clog the drain, repairs may be needed, which can lead to
move—out fees.

BE-R-R7ZEDITELY -Avoid damaging walls, floors, and doors
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Using tape or nails to hang posters or decorations can leave marks when removed. If
you must attach something, choose a method that leaves no trace.

When moving furniture, be careful not to drag it across the floor. Large scratches or
dents can result in expensive repair costs.

([ZHEWIFEFE TS -Be careful about odors
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After cooking in your room, always ventilate well. Do not leave food lying in the
room, and take out the trash on designated days.

Strong odors or mold may require special deodorizing or cleaning.
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When equipment problems occur
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If equipment breaks or problems such as water leaks occur, contact the union or
dormitory manager immediately.

Early action may keep repairs small and costs low.

If you continue using it without reporting the problem, the damage may worsen and
repair costs may increase.
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With a little daily care, you can keep your room clean.

If you use the room carefully, you won’ t need to pay unnecessary money when
moving out.

For the next person who will use the room, and for your own sake, please follow
rules and take good care of your housing or dormitory.
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How to Master the Japanese Language
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The Busier You Are, the More You Can Improve: Effective Japanese Study Methods
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Do you feel that you don’ t have time to study Japanese?

You can actually improve your Japanese even without setting aside long study
hours.

The key is to incorporate Japanese into your daily life.

By changing your mindset just a little from today, the way your Japanese improves
can change greatly.
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Japanese is often thought of as something you learn only by sitting at a desk, but
that is not the only way.
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Japanese is often thought of as something you learn only by sitting at a desk, but
that is not the only way.

People who actually make progress use “idle time,” such as during commuting, work,
or breaks.

When you hear a word you don’ t understand at work, don’ t just ignore it—write
down the sound in your native language. You don’ t need to know the correct
spelling at that moment.
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(DWrite down one Japanese word you don’ t understand
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Just write the sound in your native language when you hear it at work or during
commuting.

@RIZIFO=HDEHKZEFARSD @Look up the meaning when you get home
QQxrnB.FLEEZERLVHET @Try to recall the same word the next day
ZD3DF|HTE, ENFEIT T, BRBIIHEEICHE-DAITHEBIET TT,

Do these three steps once a day. This alone is sure to turn Japanese into your
strength.
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Aim for Career Advancement!

Interview with a Specified Skilled Worker: Tips for Succeeding in Japan

Ql. BEMRENZHEBLLET

Q1. Please introduce yourself.
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Hello. My name is Nguyen Van Thao. I am from Vietnam. I came to Japan six years
ago as a technical intern trainee in automobile maintenance. After completing three
years of training, [ passed the skills examination and am now working under the
Specified Skilled Worker status. [ currently work at an automobile repair shop.

Q2. BRIFEDFHLGEIZERBWNET M ?
Q2. What kind of country do you think Japan is?
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For me, Japan is a very disciplined, safe, and clean country. Japanese people are
very serious about their work, and when you are in trouble, they sincerely try to help
you. Especially in science and technology—particularly the automobile industry,
which is world—class—I think Japan offers a wonderful environment where you can
learn many things every day.

Q3. £ FE THERYHKIT BRI TI M ?

Q3. What motivates you to keep working hard?
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My biggest motivation is my family back home and my own future. I want to support
my parents in Vietnam by sending them money, and I also want to save for myself. In
addition, my strong desire to become a “top—class mechanic” who can repair the
latest cars with my own hands drives me forward.

Q4. BRIZE TG, BREBEEDIIIZELoI-ERERLEFTIT M ?
Q4. How do you feel you have changed since coming to Japan?
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[ feel that I have become much more mature and independent. Before coming to
Japan, [ knew nothing about technical skills, but now I have acquired specialized
knowledge. Also, because even a single mistake in automobile maintenance can
affect a customer’ s life, I have become more careful and act with a stronger sense
of responsibility than before.
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Q5. What difficulties did you face when you first came to Japan, and how did you
overcome them?
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At first, the language barrier and homesickness were the hardest. Sometimes |
couldn’ t understand my supervisor’ s instructions and felt a lot of pressure. To
overcome this, I made sure to say “Excuse me” and ask again whenever I didn’ t
understand, wrote down new words in a notebook, and called my family to regain my
energy.
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Q6. How would challenging Specified Skilled Worker Type 2 change your career?
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If I can become a “Specified Skilled Worker Type 2,” my life will move on to a new
stage.

In my career, I would be recognized as a “highly skilled worker,” and my
opportunities for promotion and salary increases would expand.

Q7. DEBEADAYE—VFEHSFELLET
Q7. Please give a message to other trainees.
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I want to say, “Never give up!” Life as a trainee can be difficult, but if you have
clear goals and study Japanese hard, your opportunities will definitely expand.
Instead of working like a robot, think about “why this task is necessary.” Doing so
will help you improve your skills even more.



