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Do Not Bring Wet Umbrellas Into Stores
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Living in Southeast Asia, it is common that not just roads, but the floors of shopping
malls, supermarkets, and restaurants are wet with water from umbrellas on rainy
days. Perhaps it is common for to bring your wet umbrellas and raincoats directly
into stores on rainy days in your home countries.
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However, if you bring wet rain gear into stores in Japan, you need to pay attention
to one thing. You must put your umbrella in a special plastic bag for umbrellas before
bringing it into the store.
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Do not bring wet umbrellas into stores
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Many shopping malls, department stores, supermarkets, and large restaurants have
umbrella stands or devices near the entrance for placing wet umbrellas in long,
narrow plastic bags.
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A simple umbrella stand consists of a bundle of long, thin plastic bags suspended
from a stand. Tear off one plastic bag, place the umbrella in it, and bring it into the



store. The other is an automatic type where the umbrella can be placed directly into
the plastic bag when it is inserted from above and pulled out.
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There are also devices that absorbs water droplets from a wet umbrella when
inserted from above, that does not use a plastic bag. Some offices and schools have
umbrella stands at their entrances.
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Rainy Season called the “Plum Rain”
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In Japan, the rainy season, known as the “plum rain (tsuyu),” falls on early June to
mid-July (the timing differs slightly each year). In Southeast Asia, there are many
days of bright sunshine after the rains end, but in Japan, even after the rains stop,
the days are often dreary and gloomy, which can be a bit disheartening.
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During the rainy season, more and more people carry a bag to store their wet
umbrellas for when they take the train or bus. When the umbrella is placed in the bag
and shaken a few times, the microfiber fibers absorb the water droplets. Recently,
some people use these bags to avoid using disposable plastic bags as much as
possible in order to protect the environment.
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Important Tips for the Future
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Punctual People are Those Who Can Be Trusted.

EFITHLTEARIZPEIRDHAHELTH, BATEHOSIZFERF K EMITT
ENMETNEFELLGNIENHYET . ENIE, [RKEEFEHICETT . BESALTHEF
CHERBVETH, BRARKHEICHLTOMGYBRLVERTY , EARIZHREGA
TH, " EEBAEZLEETTERN-—RICELTLEIELBLIBYFE A,

BSAR, BEENMOHRZERHEETOET N ? BEIZFA-HIZESITIERND
MEZFELED,

No matter how motivated you are in your work, there is one thing you absolutely
must be aware of when working in Japan, and that is being punctual. As you probably
know, the Japanese are very strict about time. It is not uncommon for even the
most competent person to lose all credibility by being late once.

Do you pay attention to the time on a regular basis? Let’'s think about what we can
do to be more punctual.
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The Japanese Way of Thinking about Time
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You may have been surprised to see trains running in precision, to the minute, or
that apologies are announced for even a slight delay. This is a perfect example of
how strict Japanese people are about time.

When you are working, there will be times when you have to leave early, arrive late,
or even miss work due to unavoidable circumstances. However, during these times,
someone else might have to take your place, or the work as a whole would be
delayed.

People who are not punctual are not trusted, especially in Japanese companies. If
you are too late, leave early, or are absent from work too often, you will be regarded
as having no self—discipline, which will lead to a loss of your trust and reputation.

In addition, Japan has a “collectivist” culture that values cooperation. For Japanese
people, being punctual means that you care about the person or team around you.
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What to keep in mind to be punctual
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So, how can you be more punctual?
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In Japan, where time is of the essence, there is a concept called “being 5 minutes
early”. By doing things at least 5 minutes earlier than the scheduled time, you can
avoid being late and be ready for your next course of action.

3R BIIE LLVAEEH 95 Maintain a regular lifestyle.
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A regular lifestyle will help you to maintain a healthy internal clock and reduce the
risk of missing work or leaving early due to illness. It will also help you be more
punctual as your mind will be clearer and your mind more relaxed.

-5 OEYDEBEIGEXT S Tidy up your surroundings
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By cleaning your surroundings, you can minimize the time you spend looking for
things. The time you save on unnecessary things can be used to do other things, and
you will have more time to do them.
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Know that you are “taking people’s time”
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By leaving early, coming in late, or being absent from work, someone else has to
take care of the work while you are gone, and that takes time away from others.

Time flows equally to everyone. Please remember that wherever you are, you are
never alone as the clock ticks away at everyone’s time.

F & Conclusion
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As the saying goes, “Time is money.” Time is a finite and invisible asset. That is why
we must spend our days in such a way that we do not waste it.

Being punctual also means that you value and respect the people in your company
and those around you. Punctual people are more likely to gain the trust of those
around them, which naturally leads to higher evaluation and better relationships with
others.

If you feel that you are often loose with time, please be conscious of it, starting
today!
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First Safety Over Everything
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Develop the Ability to Recognize Danger!
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Accidents can happen out of habit or carelessness. Let's reflect on our own work
and mentality this month, and think about what hazards might be lurking around the
corner. Small reminders can prevent major accidents.
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When do accidents occur?
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When you let your guard down
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Accidents can happen when you get used to your job and let your guard down,
thinking, “I can handle this fine”.

BIZ L+ For example...
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A worker fell from scaffolding and broke both legs because he did not use a safety
belt, thinking “It's only for a short while, so it should be fine.
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= Do not let your guard down, and work with “safety first” at all times!
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When steps in the procedure are omitted
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Accidents occur when workers omit steps in the work procedure or fail to follow
rules, thinking that it wouldn't be an issue to omit a few things.
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A worker crossed a forklift to take a shortcut and was hit by the forklift.
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= Observing work procedures and rules is the first step toward safety!
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When you do work without understanding it
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When you do work without fully understanding the methods and instructions, the risk
of accidents increases.
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The instructor’s explanation in Japanese was complicated, and as a result of working
without understanding the process, a worker received an electric shock.
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= If you do not understand instructions, please double and triple check until you do!
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When you are not feeling well physically or mentally
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If you are not feeling well or are carrying worries, you may not be able to
concentrate on your work, which may lead to unexpected accidents.

BIZ L+ For example...
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A worker was sleep—deprived and in a daze, and did not notice a step and fell down,
injuring themselves.
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=Take care of your physical condition and consult with your instructor immediately
if you have any concerns!
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Check your risk level (Answer Yes/No)
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Do you always act with “safety first” in mind, even in work that you are familiar
with?
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Do you follow work procedures and rules, without thinking “It's okay to cut corners
if it's just a bit”?
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Do you use protective equipment such as safety belts and helmets correctly even if
the work is for a short while?
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When you don’t understand instructions, do you make sure to ask and confirm until
you understand it?
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If you have any concerns about your physical condition, do you immediately consult
with your supervisor?
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Please improve your “ability to recognize danger” and so that you can answer
“YES” to all of the above.
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Accidents are not caused by bad luck; they are caused by a lack of awareness of
danger.
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Please develop your ability to recognize danger and protect yourself.
AAREFE WA

How to Master Japanese
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This month’s theme
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Use the Apps to Become a Master of Japanese!
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Here are some apps recommended for Japanese students and foreigners learning
Japanese.
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Ask the Japanese language masters around you what apps they are using. We are
looking forward to helping you enrich your life as much as possible!
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In Japan, since the 2020 pandemic, online classes using computers and IT (apps,
etc.) are now being offered in the educational field. How about in your country?

The good thing about doing things online is that you can easily open an app and
study, whether in a classroom, on a crowded train, or anywhere else! Some apps
even have a reminder function, so you can make studying a habit.

Duolingo: ¥ —LRRETHAZBZEZEZ LD !
Learn Japanese like a game!

Lingo Deer: XEHZELAEFEUTFZLVAA
For those wanting to learn grammar properly

JLPT test N1-N5 - Migii: BARGERENEAER DI A X KA AT 8 !



Comprehensive preparation for the Japanese Language Proficiency Test!
Kanji Senpai: CEIXEEFHFFZUT=LVAA
For those who want to learn kanji and vocabulary!

BIME PIBO: BRADFEL-LITLAAR., BADRAERZEHRA LIFT<NETTY
TY, TH3METEMTIRAZELOLFTT .,

Extra: PIBO: This is an app that reads out Japanese picture books, very popular
among Japanese children, and you can enjoy up to 3 picture books a day for free.

RENBZD
AARERNABREHRDOETV!
Learn from your Seniors

Tips for Passing the JLPT

INUEANI B !
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Hello everyone. My name is Hanh. My company is a wonderful environment that
enthusiastically supports foreigners in learning Japanese as well in work.
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[ came to Japan in December 2022. At first, I was just thinking about earning money
and did not put much effort into learning Japanese. However, | realized that if [ could
not understand my boss’s instructions, my work would become very difficult. The
company provided me with opportunities to study Japanese during my lunch break
(about 20 minutes) and on Saturday mornings, so I began to study seriously.
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Every day, [ spend about two hours studying Japanese, which I divide between
morning and evening. As soon as [ wake up in the morning, I put on my earphones
and listen to “YUYU'’s Japanese Podcast [Japanese Podcast]”. At first I could not
understand everything, but by listening to it everyday, [ gradually became
accustomed to the way of speaking and vocabulary used in daily conversation. The
work environment, where [ was surrounded by only Japanese people, also helped me
to rapidly improve my listening and speaking skills.
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At night, I studied vocabulary from the book “JLPT N3: Learning by Ear”. I found the
words in this book very useful in daily life and studied it over and over every day.
After work, I would write reports to review kanji and grammar. By just using a few
grammar patterns each week, I was able to save a lot of time in learning grammar.
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During breaks, [ use flashcards to review vocabulary that I tend to forget. Even
though it only takes 5—10 minutes to review, reading and glancing at the cards helps
to fully absorb the knowledge.

When [ took the JLPT for the first time, the result was an N3 failure, but with a little
effort every day, | was finally able to pass the N3 in December 2024. My dream is to
become a native—like interpreter by making the most of my life and work experience
in Japan.
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[ would also like to use what I have learned about Japanese culture, lifestyle, and
people’s attitudes through my life in Japan in the future.
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Many of you must have said, “I will do my best, no matter how hard it is” before
coming to Japan. Please make those words as motivation and do not give up.
Learning a little bit every day will surely lead you to success. Let's work hard
together!



