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What to do when Asked“Where You Live” in Japan
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B “Where do you live?” Meaning of “Where do you live?
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% KOKORO is a website operated by Mainichi Shimbun contains various useful
information for living in Japan.
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Say you live in Hanoi. When you get to know your friends well, you ask each other
where they live, often with the question, “What street do you live on?” And if you
ask your friends in Jakarta where they live, you might ask, “Which district do you
live in?”
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So then, how would you ask where someone lives in Japan? Japanese people usually
ask, “Where do you live?” However, the meaning of this question varies from region
to region. If you live in a city with a well-developed railroad system and are asked,
“Where do you live?” the question often means, “Which station is closest to where
you live?”



B{FEATWAIEAOEREDIES MHow to explain where you live
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In Japan, addresses are written using the name of the town, not the name of the
street. However, there are too many names of towns in cities, so even if you hear
the name of a town, only the locals will know where it is located. So, when you are
asked “Where do you live?” in urban areas in Japan, people usually answer, “I live at
Sengawa Station,” or “I live at Chitose Karasuyama Station.” In some cases, the
answer may be “I live in Setagaya,” but since Setagaya—ku is a large ward, “I live in
Chitose—Karasuyama” is a more specific answer.
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However, since there are so many train stations in cities like Tokyo, Yokohama, and
Osaka, if you live near a station that is not so famous, you may answer with the
name of a famous station near that station. For example, there is a station called
“Hatsudai” next to Shinjuku. If a person from Tokyo is asked by a person from
Osaka, “Where do you live?” a person from Tokyo will answer, “I live in Shinjuku.”
This is because most people in Osaka do not know “Hatsudai Station,” but everyone
in Japan knows “Shinjuku Station.”

WE)EDEREA MGiving Directions
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In many Southeast Asian countries, when asked how to get to a certain place, it is
often explained as follows: “Follow this road for 5 km in this direction, and turn left
at the intersection called @ @.
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However, in urban areas of Japan, people often give directions based on how to get
there by train or bus, such as, “Please take the JR @ @ line from @ @ station and
get off at A A station. It takes about 15 minutes to get there. At A A station,
change to the Metro @ @ line and get off at the third stop, Il M station. Walk for
about 3 minutes and you will arrive at the location.
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If you are in a regional city and are asked, “Where do you live?”, the common way to
answer is often the name of the city or town, which differs from the answer in urban
areas. This is because there aren’'t many train stations in rural areas. In such cases,
when asked how to get to a certain place, the explanation will be the same as in
Southeast Asia.
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Having said that, given the rapid development of urban rail in Southeast Asian cities
such as Jakarta and Ho Chi Minh City, and the existence of convenient metro
systems in Singapore and Bangkok, it may become increasingly common to answer
with the name of a nearby train station when asked, “Where do you live,” as is the
case in Japan.
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Important Tips for the Future
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How to Take Vacations:

Learn about Vacation in Japan!
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What do you feel when you hear the word “vacation”?

There are many situations in which you may need to take time off for something you
are looking forward to doing, or you may have to take time off due to sudden health
problems. Taking time off from work is a right granted to workers, but at the same
time, taking time off from work means that someone else has to make up for the
time you missed.

Let's take a look at vacation time in Japan this month.

FLFEMRE &L ? What is “Vacation” in the First Place?
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A vacation or leave is a day that a company exempts a worker from coming to work
on a work day with work obligation. Meanwhile, there is no work obligation on
“holidays” such as Saturdays and Sundays, so that is where the difference lies.

There are two types of leave: “statutory leave,” such as annual paid leave, which is
granted if certain requirements are met by law, and “non—statutory leave,” such as
congratulatory or condolence leave for occasions such as marriages or the death of
family members, which is granted independently based on the company’s work rules.
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Taking leave to refresh the body and mind has the advantage of improving a worker's
performance at work and making it easier for them to produce better results.
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Things to Remember Before Taking a Vacation
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In Japan, there are more types of vacations than in the past, and furthermore, due
to recent reforms in the way of working, it has become relatively easier to take a
vacation.

However, no matter what the circumstances, you must be aware of the following
points before taking a vacation, given that you will be temporarily absent from your
work duties:

RFESTERETEREOICHEEET S Apply for the leave early, as soon as it is
decided.
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Although it may be inevitable that you suddenly need to take time off due to illness
or other reasons, you should never take a long period of time off without consulting
with others or take a sudden leave of absence without prior notice.

There is always a set deadline for requesting a leave of absence, so contact the
company and submit your request as soon as possible after you have decided to
take a leave of absence.

-5|#¥XF %9 B Inform a substitute on handling your work
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Since someone else will be taking your place while you are absent, you must take
your leave only after informing the substitutes about how to handle your work as
best as possible so that it can proceed without delay.

Work involves a certain amount of responsibility, and the person taking a leave of
absence also takes upon the same amount of responsibility. In order for you to rest
comfortably, it is important to fully inform the handling of the necessary tasks in
advance.

{KRBERBAITIZIX BB A{E A D Express your gratitude at the end of the leave.
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Workers have the right to take leave, but it is not a good idea to take it for granted.
Again, while you are on leave, someone else is taking on that role. For that, thank
the people at the company when your vacation is over.



The key to a successful relationship is to show your appreciation for even the
smallest gesture!

F£ &8 Conclusion
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Everyone wants to get away from work for a little while to refresh and reset
themselves. That is why you should think about how you can spend your vacation
more comfortably, before you take it.

Rest is part of the job. We hope that you will be able to make good use of the
vacation system by following the rules and manners set forth so that you can do
your job better every day.
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First Safety Over Everything

BEFT YT AL Safety Checklist
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This month, let us look back on the year through a checklist.

[ %8 Questions

1.0 x TEZTLEELY Answer O for good and X for bad
OHEBITENTE-OT,. REEBZERAETITEEELE

I got used to work so I worked without the safety gear.

QWD EMERIZ, DLEFELFEANTERIKRIZLHIBTL

I decided it should be fine to put my fingers into moving machinery if it is only a
little.

QL FADIERAEBRTELEI - LD TEDEEELEEITT-

I could not understand the supervisor’s instructions, but I was busy and continued
with the task anyways.

@5SEBELo>MYITITET, RELAELBEEDBIEMNTES

It is possible to create a safe work environment by proper implementation of the 5S
movement.

ORTDEXDT-O. BT EHRE LKL
The work could not be delayed, so the safety checks on machinery was omitted.
CLLKENRELIEE. FTENDREEHRTIENEES

During a disaster, it is important to ensure personal safety first.
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At the workplace, I always work thinking “there are risks of danger”.

2. LTOMEHRI1ZR-0HE-1EESLFT H ? What do you do when you see the
following signs?

0
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3. UTDEMIZZEATLIZELY Answer the following questions.
DRBERIETIGERID3DDFEMKEDRREMTT M ?

What are the causes of the 3 work related disasters that occur at manufacturing
sites?

@5S%HBALTLFEELY What are the 5S?

AERRFTRAIZEDNT, ELLWERZEEATLEELY Select the correct action for

disaster prevention.

OEFMEXRICEEAARN=EE, EQ KGR REMAINETTMN?
What should be done when strong winds blow during work at heights?
afEE%#EITSH Continue with work.

b REmaERLT—BEX%A1EHS Check the lifeline and stop work for the time
being

QRERHHTHEYPIT G- TINSESE, ESHALLFET H ? What should be done when

the floor is slippery with oil?



afEE%EHTH Continue with work.

b)T CIZHEREITLN. RZEZM T Clean it at once, and dry the floor.

fiZZ LE0BA Answers and Explanations

—

R (2Hm x 7RI=14 1) Answers (2pts x 7 questions = 14pts)
Ox ReLEBEFVTELERATSH(2.6A5)

Use safety gear correctly at all times (Feb., Jun. ed.)
@x HWHBN TS EEFIEHICFEANLL (5. 9A5)

Never put your hand into moving machinery (May, Sep. ed.)
QX FERNDMLLENEEFLLTHRTSH6AF)

Double check every time when instructions are not clear (Jun. ed.)
@O0: (10 AS)

(Oct. ed.)
Ox BVWTWTHREHERZEHLTIILIFELNG, 11 AS)

Safety checks must not be omitted even when in a hurry (Jun., Nov. ed.)
®0:(8A%)

(Aug. ed.)
@0:(9A8)

(Sep. ed.)

2. % (2m x5B=10x1)Answers (2pts x 5 questions = 10pts)

MDAYZEHEA Don't enter.



@;FELE T Watch out.
@ LIZFELFET Look out overhead.
@R E2E—FEIZEZZFT Think of safety first.

OIXZZR/RIVERH A, (3B5) Don't smoke. (Mar. ed.)

3. fi#Z (85%) Answers (8pts)

DEEETEN-EFAEN ., &H, B%-5%(585) (3R)
Getting caught, slip and fall, falling down (May ed.) (3pts)
QB BF. FFH. FR.E00AS) (55)

Sort, Set in order, Shine, Standardize, Sustain (Oct. ed.) (5pts)

4 fRE (4 x 2[]=8 1) (4pts x 2 questions = 8pts)
1. b)(4. 9A5)(Apr., Sep. ed.)

2. b)(5.9A%)(May, Sep. ed.)

HIE-DFR 85 R0 R

Your Score : Total __ pts/40pts

EEEDE AN To our trainees
BEMN—BERUIFZEWNSZ LR SNHELVTLIESLY !

Do not forget that safety is most important.
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This month’s theme
BAODEZBAEED?

What do you call yourself?
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How many ways are there to call yourself (first—person pronouns) in your country?
The first Japanese first—person pronoun most people learn is watashi.

“Watashi” is the safest pronoun to use, given that it is neither age nor gender
specific, and does not have any impolite connotations either.

[Hf-LILSADEWNAE! ?
Other ways of saying “watashi”’?

BARICRWDESAEDLEI — AT T KUTEHAALLLIE>THDD
[FOMMNTLEID,

THED— AMIEHFEY ZLL [FEAEDTENKRALFEDLLIDO-LIZERAL
TWET . REDFAERBEDE VRN 1 EWS— AFZFERALTLDABNE
_d_o

SHEO—AFRIIME (X ITE (BN) 1B EAHYFT 4.



If you have lived in Japan for a while, why not try using some different “first—-person
pronouns” to sound more like a local?

There is not a lot of variety of female first—person pronouns, and most women, both
adult and children, use “watashi”. Some younger women, such as students these
days, may be seen using the pronoun “uchi”.

y . . “ ” 13 ”
Men'’s first—person pronouns includes "boku and “ore among others.

TOERRTEVWAZEZD !

Change the way you say “me” from time to time!

TEDZHCE LD AIZE DOI-LIZESOARNTT A,
HMORVWRELDAITIHMEIWPIEITERELKXRTY,

MEIDANDLBLLL TEIOANDLYINIHRTY,
FUTBRLZIBARBEHFARAEDRFLGEICRYANTHELLS !

Although it is best to use “watashi” at work and with superiors,

“ore” or “boku” would be fine among close friends.

“Ore” is a little more rough and masculine and “boku” has a slightly softer nuance.

From time to time, incorporate some more natural “local” words and phrases in your
conversations with your friends!
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Tips for Passing the JLPT

Myo Tanda A N3 &%& !

Myo Tanda—san (passed N3)
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My name is Myothandar Nyein. [ came to Japan in February 2024, and passed JLPT
N3 in July 2023, but felt anxious when speaking. I studied by looking at example
sentences and videos on the internet to get used to using the grammar | had learned
and practiced.
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Writing kanji may look easy, but it is very difficult when you actually try, so I
practiced writing over and over. For vocabulary, in addition to memorizing words
from books, I would watch and listen to anime, songs, and movies, look up the
meanings of words that were new to me, and use them when reviewing
conversations with my teacher. For reading comprehension, I tried to solve one
qguestion from the textbook every day, and I also watched YouTube videos explaining
reading comprehension, taking notes on key points.
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For both reading and listening comprehension, 1 practiced by going back over past
problem sets many times. Of all the things I studied, kanji was the most fun; the
more [ studied, the more interesting it got. [ was very happy when I passed the
JLPT. I was moved by my effort and it motivated me to study harder in the future.
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My goal is to pass the N2 test no matter what. Now that I have this goal, [ have set
up a study schedule to keep balance between work and study time. My dream is to
open a cake shop in Japan. In order to make my dream come true, I am saving
money bit by bit.
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The reason [ continue to work is because I feel I can grow for my future. When I go
back to my country someday, I would like to utilize the earnest manners and
teamwork of the Japanese in my country. After coming to Japan, I have more
confidence speaking than before, and now I can have smooth conversations with
people around me. | also think I have grown to understand the importance of time
and to double check even the smallest things. I would like to use my current
experience when I do my own business. Even if | make mistakes at work, I don’t give
up and try my best every day to improve and take on new challenges.

Let’s all do our best, regardless of our hardships; let us never give up and not forget
what we have came to Japan for!



