BAREFERIE

How to Master Japanese

SRADT—<

This month’s theme
NYFYEEDLHWEWABRRREZEZ LD

Saying things it without being direct: Learn Ambiguous Expressions

BARENHLDVEHDOVEDICTERRRFEINHYET .

BARANFIAICEVWDISNIECELNIEEZESEE RBEBILLGEVVAZ T HHERAD
HYFET,

BARADIAZE DT EYRRGERNZSEGNIELNI BN PYDRFLEALE
TWaEREZLONTT,

One of the reasons why the Japanese language is so difficult is because of
“ambiguous expressions.”

Japanese people tend to use a roundabout way of saying things when it comes to
difficult or harsh matters that one may feel reluctant to tell others.

This is thought to be due to the Japanese people’'s sense of consideration for others
in not wanting to hurt or make others feel uncomfortable.

REOLGCEERBRICITKLEXTTIAHYET,
A typical ambiguous expression is “I'm fine.”

[RXRTT IFELWEKRTIEIRIDVERE ITRENED G EDERTYT A, &
ETETEDIIIEONEGIELZINTY,

Although the literal meaning of “I'm fine” is “to be in a safe condition” or “no
problem,” it is often used these days in the following ways:

Jadi, apakah Tuan B akan pergi makan siang atau tidak?
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A TBEA ., —RIZTSUFIZITEFEEAD
B:TXXXTY ]
A: “B-san, would you like to go to lunch with me?”

B: “I'm fine.”

ST BEAIX—RIZTUFICTITLDTLEID, ITTHELD TLEID,

INEBEADRBOLED—VGENTMNOIGENEIEBAINLENDTY A,
DEIEGEE . BRAAITODWAZ ATHFERAIOEKRTE>TLSIEAZ T,

REDEKREILEIEWNATEDHLIDTIA, CORIBHENAZFEAEDHEAN
ALTWSERWNET,

Now, do you think B—san go to lunch with A—san or not?

It is difficult to know the correct answer to this question without seeing B—san'’s
facial expression and tone of voice, but usually in Japanese, when people say this,
they often mean “No, I can't go.”

Although its is different from its literal meaning, most Japanese seem to use "I'm
fine” to mean “No thanks.”

ELLDEMRN D IOHENEEIZIE, EEFT 5E5I1ZLTESLY,
If you are not sure of what they mean, make sure to check and confirm.

AAREFETHRRCTEHLOTIA, TORBDRICHHEARAD XL PHEER
[CETHZRITTHDE, BREFEFZFENKVEBGINLNAFTE A

The Japanese language is very convoluted and difficult, but if you look into the

Japanese culture and values behind the expressions, you may find learning Japanese
more interesting.
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AARERAHBREBOES V!

Learn from your Seniors Tips for Passing the JLPT
PHYO WAI PAING SA

N3 & !

FAIZ2023F7AHIZKEAL. ERNEMIT X TELVTLVAPHYO WAI PAINGE
ALET, 2023%F7HIZNAT TESTNIIZEHLEL-,

My name is Pnyo Wai Paing, I came to Japan in July 2023, and [ work in the meat
processing industry, I passed the NAT TEST N3 in July 2023.

EE. R EFRMERERFEOITBREHHRIEVOIARATHRLEL ., EF
ERADEHITIF. EXTENKRFLLEES-DOT. BHOLIITEVLTVEY . F
= BFOMEELGANCBEERADE—BZRTRICIRALGNET,

I studied vocabulary, grammar, and kanji with the books “Nihongo Soumatome” and
“Nihongo Shinkansen.” I thought that writing was important to learn kanji, so I wrote
them every day. Also, if you memorize vocabulary while studying kanji, you can Kkill
two birds with one stone and memorize them easily.

SRIIIAFELSD ., BAREHREBOREENSHENHE 2L THOMLHENIETE
CIZEREIZEAWNY. V=T L THRELEYLET BEEO-OIZIXTYUYUD B AR

ZEPODCASTITEMLEZ DB ARE LS YouTubeFroRILTHELTLVET,
FNICHARDRSY, T A5 HAHETHAREEZFRO CEEFEMYAHESLSIC

Ho=EBWNET,

For reading comprehension, I practiced questions from the Japanese Shinkansen
question booklet and immediately asked the teacher or searched on Google if [ didn’t
understand something. For listening comprehension, I studied on the YouTube
channels “Yuyu's Japanese Podcast” and “Learning Japanese by ear.” I also watch
Japanese dramas and anime to improve my Japanese reading and listening
comprehension.

BRLIEEZFFETHELN ST FRIEBARTRET7 ST RKDEGITIEEZ/E
L) T:L\—Ga—o
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[ was very happy when I passed the exam. In the future, | would like to open a
Southeast Asian—style fried chicken restaurant in Japan.

EEFENGOFRLEABYETH, RLDRETHEPTTY . BREREDN
BEEL. RBLEMNCOTEREICHETEVLWERNEY . ZELTERTLR £ICH
NMIoNHDTETHLREBELLLWETY,

There are many things about my job that I am not used to, but I feel safe and
secure, and it is easy to work here. The scenery in Japan is beautiful and the
transportation is convenient, so it is very good for sightseeing. It is a wonderful
country because you can go out safely even at night.

AATEARADHRELbELEZT S LTREZTSCE. MFITIDZAHTERE
9 HEFEICFE TERITVEETY,

When working with Japanese colleagues in Japan, being punctual and greeting others
sincerely are habits that I want to continue even after returning to my home
country.

TEEZEALEITTOSERIIMTERNEHEGROIEFRDIERENHEHHDT
Y. BEICWV=ELEZFROLEFZOFENEFLTILERICEZ TLNVGENOFFAT
A BRIZETHLIERERID KRS, EEOKTSHHLM, L—ILEFEHEIIC
FYFELT=,

The reason why I continue to work hard is because I am determined that “there is
nothing I can’t do if I work hard.” When I was in my home country, I only helped my
parents with their work and did not take anything seriously, but since coming to
Japan, I understand the importance of time and money, and I have started to follow
the rules.

BARIZKR TN BADEE, HWEHY BATEARITHIZEFBEALETNIEGRS
BONERBWELE=, £DA. BARERNHABRN2ZRELTER2RRECLL#MEELT
WET ., BAEZZFV. RERELELLTERTESREBRZAENL T, BAT— AR
[N BEIICTERYET

After coming to Japan, I learned about Japanese customs and technology and
realized that [ had to work hard to continue living in Japan. For this reason, [ am
studying for about 2 hours every day to pass the JLPT N2. I will do my best to
become a full-fledged member of society in Japan by learning Japanese and making
use of the experience [ have gained as a technical intern.

ARIZEFEN DEEEBARETL, FICHE=CEIE S DKL TLETD
FATATGEBRFEEEEMAIETL =, SIS NLHENEFESIZBED K EICH

TIENEAMZIEL2—(2024 F4 BE)



WYLTWEY . BRDAFBICVENTETHERADKREALBHEE THAE
DEFENAL—XIZEYFELT,

When I first came to Japan, [ had a lot of difficulties. I especially had trouble
understanding my boss’s native Japanese at the company morning meeting. Now [
immediately ask my seniors next to me when I don’t understand something. I have
become accustomed to life in Japan, and my Japanese conversation has become
smoother because I can talk with Japanese seniors every day.

ARIZETEELTCVAALGEAICIANO—E TY . ALRSAICIFBADLRENH S
DTHETENTOTHLFHO T [CHEER->T. B DBEDLRFICL TS,

I would like to say a few words to those of you who have come to Japan as trainees.

You all have a bright future ahead of you, so even if you are tired from work, please
do your best without giving up and take care of your health.

=&
Question
K* DL S EEXRLZET, (The amount of the stars will show the difficulty)

* #1%k (Beginner) Y% HF#k (Intermediate) % % % _L#k (Advanced)

s 8 1
DEEDFEAFELTRELWVNEDE, 1-2:34 Hhio—DZABUVEFSLY,

* 1R EZOLEENTELIIICEREFZMELTID,

(1) 53k 1.L&IB0N 2.FALL 3.HBLY 4.3V
(2)E 5% 1.1F2E 21FAVRE BIFIAE 41FBRE
(B)EEEEF  1.223LMFLAEL 2.22&WLMFEL

3.2 EWMFAE 4. 2SN FNEL

(4) 54 1.1FALYS 2RAELES 3.HKLWS 41FTAEDS
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* [E2:EVEHICBREGEREESHLTUEZS,

(5)E#H 1HALA 2.3 LA 3.9 L\LA 4.25LA
(6) L& 1.02&5 2007 3.5 4.5D>
(7)E% 1.MEBL 2.L&BL 3MEFEL 4.L&FEL
8)ER 1.%85%95 2.L0FH5  3.LEDS 4.E2EDS

*k M3 ZRHCOERTERT DOBITELICGYET,

(9) Z-HA 1.hE 2.5 3.LwAZE 4. 5=
(10) &% 1.£5% 2.H#H35 3.25% 40EAH
(11)FHE 1.2 2L+ 3.CAlTD 4.5

(12)BITELE  1.25FLS5FAL 2 D05FLS5FALD
3.255FAL A4 D3HFAED

*k 4 BHE—3—GEEEREICED MR,

(13)&H 1.8 2L BEEHAL 4LLHASS
(14)EEHRE  1.5:HES 21ZAIFSIESC

3.H1==hESC ATFZAIFSESSC
(15) i 1.9 2L 3.HAB 4.5
(16) £T:@ 1.EAR 2.£o0 3.£50 4.£50

* kK 5 EmlEICIIFZLHBLDOBEIZELTLD,

17)BER@EE 1.LESVAMDE 2.LESVAMDK
3.LLVDARTFEA 4 LEVDANDK
(18)FEE 1.Lw>5&S 2L&5&5 3.LwLD 4L0E&5

(19) {44 1EZ2LOZDD 2.FLZFWS 3EPIENDD 4ZDEDD
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(20) & 1.DMMFELD 2.F-5%F&S BEATES 4ALVELD

782
DZEEHFEFTELEZF. RBEIVEDZE, 1:2:-3- 4B —DZ LU,

*  f1:FCL ALBANHELE SABWNTHLDAHBYET

(21)9 2L 1./hL 200 3.%L 4.KL
(22) H1EH 1.1 2.7 3.7 4.4t
(23)H 5L 1.57E< 2. 7< 3.31< 4 34

(24) 550V =TH0 1. HVLEY 2.F70MEY SEVEY 4EVMEY

* B2 3#DHTDEAEN BN TSEST,

(25)3H 1.4 2.37] 3.E 4.t

(26) A9 1.7k 2.5k 3.k 4.5
(27)BAE 1.5RE 2;nE 3BE 4.5E
(28)HH-T 1.TH>T 28H>T SEMN>T 4.LEHMN>T

*k  f3: {35 TIRESLELSHNCIZHDODIFASHH S,

—— i~

(29)<525 1.8 2.256F 3.22[4 4. 2515

(30)&5L &3 1.5815 2.8  3.KE 4IER

(31)IZ£D 1.{a#% 2. 59 3.7 4.5
(32)IFAE 1:8& 2BRE 3.ER 41BE

*k 4 FLEKEBENEVYET, FEADRAIZEN T BFLEZSLY,

(833)FWLWET 1.€YET 20RYET 3BYET 48YFET
(34)IFEA 1.8 2 &g 3.5 4 243
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(35)&M>T 1.1EA>T 227 FH-T 3.EMNST 4BMN-T
(36)BEH 1.8t 2.85%b 3.5FL 4 556
*xk [E5:ZOEVEEMIWLHILKLEITAIE, BDIF-oTAIIDEDHELY,

(37)EWE 1.HE 2 flE 3.%38 4 HI4E
(38) ML yhK 1.20E 2. ]E 3.2l 4 HE
(39)IE>TA 1.RE 2 47T 3.FE 45K

(40) DEFHELN 1.5 2 5EHLL IEHELY  4.[@DHAEL

=& 3
[CANBDIZRELEEINVEDE, 1:2:3-4M5—DZLUEHELY,
* (41)BiEMN O—E—THANFELLD,

1.HLV=5 2.0 T 3.hnt=5 4.1-TtH

* (42) 2T —LIFHEEDAWNEE HBURET,
1{BART 2LbRT 3BT 4 MhE>T
:* (43)EHFE BRIZEFATWSDT. STIEAKRIEIEZD D &>
1.HE 2.5 3.ER 495E
*k (A4 EAMBALERTULVEND T, BEHMMN =,
1.0hohb 22 3ESES 4RIRC
*kk (45)/Fo1=5TIE EEDMULELARLADLIWY,
1Lz 1= 2.TWWRLVE  3.A5EH oz 4ZHLVoF
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fERE4
[ZEHEARDEVNEDE, 1:2:-3-4N05—DZ 5V,

* (46) IWASAIFEEDLPEFELER,

1.2O/MBL2EDOLLVELE: 2.20OZADLIENIFEEFLLGYFELE
BIDfEBE EENTWELE: 4ZDTAVLLIAIEEESICHYFELE:

* (A7) REICTLEERELEL,

1.7LEVMERTELELS: 2TLEUNERITELE:
3TLEUEELELS: 4TLEUMEERFLEL
*k  (A8)BELGHNLRZICEOTLNSLRATILIRTY 13,
1.26L T3 22&VTT
3FLHTTH 4.1z\W\~NATTH

*k  (49)EELf=b. KLELENLTES,

1NN TES: 2 KDY ENTET-
SN REA-TES- 4K HT=1=-D<lE>TET-

*kk (50)HDHDIEFEREAHLVEL,

1.EEATLVS 2. £<CRLELTLS
3.HFYLLEZTLVEL 4.5HFYBOELELL

e85

RDXD____ [TANBZDIZHREELVDEDZE . 1-2-3-4D6 —DALUEELY,
* (BN TLEAThATLSM G, F5TH o

1.RZ%L 2. Rz6N7E0 3.RAin 4. Ronzgiy
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* (52)A: BHER THEALUZHEDIATI D,

B:#BLehYFEHA, -FIC Ko
1212 EEHYFERA 2B LIEHBYFEEA
BTN ELHYFET ARSI EICRYET
*Kk (BHXBEOKRE ~ WHEEITFELULIZKED O,
1.T 212&% 3.L£9% 4.1275%

*k (BA4)BEH ESLTEALGL\D?

FEL T .HBLLLARN
1.ATZHA 2ATZ2ET 3.ATDT 4.AtolT
*kk (55)HEHIEMTEFGL ! [ EES>TLM=DIZ, IRITOMIE L
T,
1.2 LR 2 ELIFIC 3.ELA#DD 4 ZELWNEMYIC

fERE6

RODXD %k [ZADRLEVNEDHF, 1:2:3-405—D% LULEELY,

* (56) WEHIZIT<HEDL, * E3¥IAIAN
105 2471z 3.HHMUNT 4%

* (57) * « FKELTLEZELY,

1.LH 2EVLFEEA 3—E 4.0

**x (58)FDREZE * A BREEEICITEL\EF
TIFBDHALY,

1.Tl& 2 50N <k olbx 4 B =<7

**x (B9)SOHPTAD * CFEHITFTIZEL,
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1.5 2R 3.hpnlE 41Z%LT

*k*k (BO)A:CDIMIEME |- TEE. ESLVSEKESIT?

B: =L hh3] * (T&,
1.£0V5 2.85 3.&5% 4 BKf=o1=&

iR & - fi# 2R Answer*Explanation
RENHEESNATOENERKITERZLGLEE A

Words in the options that are not accompanied by English do not make sense.
FARE1 MR

Q&AT

(1)1(2)3(3)4(4)2(5)4(6)1(7)2(8)3(9)2(10) 1
(11)4(12)3(13)1(14)2(15)3(16)4(17)2(18)3(19)1(20)4
5 Explanation

133k BRDOHEENTELLIICEREEFEMEL TS,

[1 am studying international economics so that I can work in trade in the
future.)

2. ESBEHICDEGEFEERHL TSN,

[Please send me the documents necessary to renew my visa as soon as
possible.)

I3 ZHICOERIXEHET A-OBITELEIZHYET,
[This road is closed in winter due to icy conditions.])

4 : BHE—3—REERFEREICEIMIEATMI,
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[Kerosene is oil used for heating devices such as oil heaters.])
5 A ICITFELELORBRIAFZEL TS,

[The relationship between supply and demand affects commodity prices.]

fRE2 R
Q&A2
(21)2(22)3(23)4(24)1(25)3(26)1(27)2(28)4(29)1(30)4
(31)3(32)2(33)4(34)1(35)2(36)3(37)2(38)4(39)1(40)3
fi#E% Explanation
1: DL BABSE TVEMAHYET,
[Walk a little south and you will find an old building.]
M2 BOKDEBENEN>TNSEST,
[1 hear that the temperature of the ocean water is rising.]
B3 : EETEIBEANCTYDORELH D,
[At the airport, there is a baggage check before boarding.])
4 FLHKEENBYET BIRDORAICTMNOT BR/HELESU,
[The train will be arriving soon. Please wait behind the white line.]
E5: COREZRELGTNE. BOREILEDHEL,

[If this system is not reformed, there will be no hope for development in the
country.]
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(41)1 (42)3 (43)2 (44)4 (45)1
fiZE7 Explanation

(41)BEhHL =5, a—E—THANFELLD, [Let's make some coffee when the

water has boiled.]

1.0 =5 [when boiled] 2.mMF1=5 [when poured)
3.hHhnf=5 [when cracked] 4.1=Tf=% [when stood]
(42) 2D —LITFHERDOIWEZLEORTEHEUVET,

[This game is played by placing black and white round balls on top of each
other.)

1LBART  [comparing) 2.LART [researching]
35X T [placing]l] 4.0 E>T [decorating]
(43) RFBRICEATNADT, STEERIEZOHBD L51=,
[1 have lived in Japan for many years, so now it is like a second homeland.]
1.H%E [countryside] 2.8%8 [homeland]
3.E2%x% [family home)] 4J&E [returning to one’s home country]
(44) D BRILZBERTUWVELD T, BHENNRIRIT,
[1 haven't eaten anything since this morning, so I'm starving.]
1.096M05  [spinning] 2.5<5  [snoring)
3.UE5IEXS  [scattered] 4 RZARZ  [starving)
(45) WFESTIG TSI FEEEIMNIELEL ALY,
[One should not use casual language on formal occasions.]

1Lf=1F1= [casual] 2.TULMRaLVEE [polite]

3.5&Mof-  [stuck] 4.2#&ULVof=  [complicated]
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fRE4 R

Q&A4
(46)2(47)4(48)1(49)4(50)3
fi#E% Explanation

(46) ILHSAIEERIEDLAOSEELT=43, [Yamada—san has lost some weight

recently, hasn’t she.]

1.2ORMbE2EDHBLLNVELT: [she laughed a little the other day.)
2._DTAPLLEMNIFZELLGYELT: [she became slightly slim these

days.])
B.COMB L EENTULVELT:  [I was a little tired recently.)

4.ZDTAHLLDBAIEBESIZHYZFELT  [She's been working a little
harder recently)

(47)REIZTLEUNERELZELT:, [I prepared a present for my friend.)
1.7 rEEELZELE:  [I planned for a present.)
27LEUMEEITEL: 1 delivered the present]
3TLEUIEELELS: (I gave the present]
ATLEUME#EBLELT: (1 prepared the present]

(48)BEEALKRZISE>TWDHATILIRTT 13,

[It's admirable that you are attending college while working.)
1.Z5LTI4  [That's impressive]

22&ULV T34 [You're strong]

BFELHTIH  [You're serious]

4.f=Z\~ATT 4 [That's tough]
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(49)BFLI=5. ADIEMEMLTET=, [My body feels warm after exercising.]

1AKDNBNTES- [My body is getting wet]
2 KDNIENTET= [My body is getting tired]
BAMREAG-TES: [My body is beginning to ache]

4 KD B =1=m %> TE1= [My body is getting warm]
(50)HDHEDIEIFRIEAHLVELZ, [My memory of that day is hazy.]

1.&{EATLS [1 remember it well.]

2. £<ENELTWS (1 recall it well.]

S.HFYELREZATLVELY [ don't remember very well]

4 HFYBVHL=<ALY  [I don't really want to remember]

fIRES fR &
Q&AS
(51)4 (52)3 (53)2 (54)1 (55)2
fi#& Explanation
(B1)TLEMNIHONATLSIS, FSIAR LN,
[I can't watch the drama because the TV is broken.]

[TFLENCHNTNSIDT, RAZLIETEF A, COEKRERT DI
R3S IDARERIRonBENITT [R5 RLGVIICAIROEREHYFEA TR
ZBIFTRIEDNVDWDASIUA IR ZDID IS UM BIZADTLS ELSIEKRT
ELhET,

[“The TV is broken” so it cannot be viewed. “Cannot watch” expresses
this meaning, using the potential form. There is no potential ability expressed in “to
watch / not watch.” “Can see” is used in instances like “I can see the mountains
because of the fine weather” where it means that the “mountains come into sight.”]
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(52)A: BHEATEHHZEDIATI N,
B:#HLoHYEE A FITESLBWNIELHYFET &L,
[A: Do you make your own lunch every day?

B: Not every day. There are times I don’t make it. ]

[BHRYUFEDIDIFTBETIIEWNEES>TWVET IS, BICIKTE 2 4ES
HWNEWLWDOD XN EET  HEDEKRETRT IEK~ZENH D I1ED T, MESZL
CEDHBHINEETT,

[“Making lunch” is “not [done] everyday,” so what follows should be
something along the lines of “Sometimes I don’ t make it.” “--*There are times” is a
grammar that expresses frequency, so “there are times I don’t make it” is the
correct choice.])

(B3) FBDKEICLDHE X FHLULIZKREN T,

[The damage caused by heavy snowfall last week was greater than
expected. ]

[EBEDOEE NI KEINES - 5T &, RE-EREZERIT LI~
[2&B1TT  [~TIREBOEKRLAHYFIT M. [ REIETHEID2DDLFAED
HCHESIIITRETOHEIOLSIZIDOINAVET,

[“The damage last week” is due to “heavy snowfall.” “Caused by” is the
grammar to express cause or reason. ‘Due” also expresses reason, but when

AT

connecting two nouns such as “heavy snow” and “damage,” “to” is used, i.e.

“damage due TO heavy snow.”]
(54)BH - ESLTEALGL\D?

FEL 0T BLILLLGWALEDA,

[Mother: Why don't you eat it?

Child: ‘Cus it doesn't taste good.]

FELEFESLTERGVLATIN ? ZNEHTENLLIGN NS T &43,
DEIGEANNGEREEIEE. [~EDIEWIEZFENET , CNIFHFETIE

[~HA1EGY XKRICELS>TEBAZBERET . COEVARLELFELICRLE
HNTWET,
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[Why won't the child eat? That would be because the food “doesn’t taste
good.” “Because” is used when expressing personal reasons, and gets shortened to
“’cus” in conversation, and is commonly used by women and children. It is put at the
end of the sentence to express the reason. ]

(65) BEKIETTEFGELN | I EE>TLM=DIZ, IRITORIFZELIFIZLTLM=,

[She said she didn't want to go, but seemed to be having fun during the
trip.]

M EHRATI T TE 2O JEB > T ATTAS FRITCIETR LY
BFITRAATT &R, IO ADEFER T TRESVRT ORI ~1F1TT.
TR IEHRED ELES LRLERTY

[“She” had been saying, “I don’t want to go” regarding the trip, but we
could see her “having fun” during the trip. Seeing how someone else looks, and
talking about that can be expressed through the use of “seems to be.” The form
“seems to be having fun” is the same meaning as “looks like she's having fun.”)

Q&A6G6
(566)1 (57)2 (58)1 (59)1 (60)4
fi#E5% Explanation
(56) EEEITITGRL, EE ADUT M To7= [ESAUY,
[If you are going to the dentist, you should brush your teeth before you go.)
(57)—EF LA BELVFEEA M. KKEWLTESLY,
[I'm only going to say this once, so listen carefully.)

(68) ZDREZ R I-<7ZL) DT T LA, BREEIITEWEETEE LA
LY

[ It's not that I don’'t want to see the movie, but I don't want to go to the
cinema.)
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(59)SDHPSADHESK [TXLT BRA HNIL. FEHITF TS,

[Please raise your hand if you have any questions about Tanaka—san’s
presentation.]

(60)A:CDIIBfR | D TEIE., ESLSEKRIES(T?
B: =L hhB1E0VD &5% Blk=o1=& B3ITE,
[A: What does this word “understand” mean?

B: I think it means something like “to get it.” ]
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