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How to Master Japanese
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BAREBOA /TR EIE?

What are Japanese “Onomatopoeia”

(4 /2P RIENSEEECHELTT AN

BAETCHBREE - BEE-HEEN NOYET . BREDF /TERIEH 4,500~
5000 EEHHELVDODN MMDEBELER, A /INRDIEFENETHZLNTT , DT
D, NI RTEREADDIEARABELDTEHEREDA /IR RDIL—ILEEST,
HRAITEEKSIZRYELLD,

Have you heard of “onomatopoeia”?

In Japanese, there three types of onomatopoeia, namely, words mimicking sounds,
states (mimetic words), and voices. It is said that there are approximately 4,500 to
5,000 words of onomatopoeia in Japanese. This is a much larger variety of
onomatopoeia than in other languages, so it is impossible to memorize all of them.
Here, let us take a look at the rules of Japanese onomatopoeia so we can be better
at guessing them.

AT/RERDIL—ILEFNAS !
Let&apos;s learn the rules of onomatopoeia!

RS —H—FS, KRTUIURZALEE, BREERI EENRTE -BFE
E| ENTSIIE FELA O aESLE LD OANDRFERIT EEL 4
‘L‘;EJ& WET,

MR IR, BT LILBREHYFREADN, TORFITEHLET. EENEET
nFEY,
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Words expressing sounds and voices, such as rain pouring (zaza), a dog barking
(wanwan), etc are of the sound and voice types of onomatopoeia. Words expressing
the state or condition of objects and people, such as stars twinkling (kirakira), a child
smiling (nikoniko), etc are classified in the state type of onomatopoeia, or mimetic
words.

Mimetic words do not necessarily mimic an actual sound, but are words that evoke

sound effects that are metaphorically or poetically suitable for conjuring the
situation.

REMNIILIIVEIDTINS

Bizs Ly LELT=

JIwEBRAZER=

ML) AT

EXRNIILEGHSTLES

Kurukuru: The windmill is spinning round and round
Guruguru: Arms whirled round and round

Kuru—tto: Spun around to look back

Kururi—to: A bird whirled round and round

Kurun—to: The tips of my hair are twirling

[CIREDHEFREVD, BV FLEF. TIUBED FEIF/PSL, B, Ehly
BERFERT CENSNTT . AIFEDEFGELLANR [~2& | [FIERFHETHLHRF.
[~YJEBENTIEONERF. [~ A HTEELN LT, TORELS VDTS
FERIENZINTY,

CDESICAREDIA /TR IDIL—ILENBI LT, EALKRFERLTLSD
M. BEeLTEULTHTLESLY,
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Voiced sounds such as “gu” often indicate a large, heavy, or dirty appearance, while
unvoiced sounds such as “ku” often indicate a small, light, or clean appearance.
Compared to a series of homophones, “...tto” often indicates a short period of time,
“..ri” indicates a quick movement, and “..n" indicates the continuation state of a
completed action.

Now that you know these rules of Japanese onomatopoeia, you can listen and try to
imagine what kind of situations are being expressed.

RENKZD

By the seniors
AARERAHBREBOES V!
The secret to pass the JLPT !
T XA N3 &1& !

T-san Passes N3

2017 ECARIZEFEL:=, BETHMBLTW =B AREIILEEZT L LETIEIFELEE
BRETEGNEIANENHYFELz, BMLEELEZRBEATEHDOAETZa =S —
DAVHRNDSLIIT, —E R BAREETMRLEL -, TOHERE. 2019 FITZFED
NIIZEERELIZ BELMSI-TTA. AVDO RELEER T, BA LB ETEED
BHNIEWFGENERN . BAREOMEESRTT T 2022 FIZ[EIN2[ZHEERLELT

[ came to Japan in 2017. The Japanese I had studied in my home country was still
full of things I could not understand at work. I studied Japanese very hard so that I
could learn the job quickly and communicate with people in the company. As a
result, [ was able to pass N3 in 2019. [ was very happy, but after seeing my friends
around me, I realized that I had to work even harder, so I continued my Japanese
studies and passed N2 in 2022.

#0. TE LN ORI TESEITMELEL - A TIELWMTE . 1B 1BRTE
SHLTHRTHIEIENFVERNET , #BHIX. EFTT, TH YouTube TLIY
FHEERDTEL, TN EERARDSIFETT . B EN DM DL EFDELKD
AOBDTEIZAYVDOTNTYT , TNITEFE(SAMBLI=ZEMN T T, BEHLFE
BIZRRLCFEL,
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[ studied every day outside of work as much as I could. I was busy with work, but I
think it is highly efficient to concentrate on studying even for an hour a day. What is
difficult are the kaniji, but [ found a good method on YouTube. It is a method to look
up radicals; if you know the radical, you can understand the meaning of the kaniji, so
it is easier to put them into your head. And because | studied a lot of kaniji,
vocabulary felt easy to learn.

BEEZMRT HLEIC BEFEHEDHEELEO THELEL . FALABS DA
DTWAHHEFELEAT. BAEOEB AN EA>TNSIEEZERLFEL =, LA

BIXZEE o= HENREAPLT N -DTEITIOTY . BA., BEEEESTEZEMEL.
KADBIFEDBIZRALI-FEEBLEL - IRYBAHIET UEBELEF

5MHTY,

When [ studied vocabulary, I also included kanji and related words. Gradually, the
number of words I knew increased, and I realized that my understanding of Japanese
was improving. | recommend studying grammar using example sentences because it
becomes easier to remember. I studied vocabulary and grammar every day, and on
my days off, | reviewed what I had studied that week. [ found that by doing revision, I
was able to put more of what I had studied that week into my knowledge.

FEEEFEICOVWTIEER. BAANE—BIZHEEEFLTLADT, ZLDALOS
AT —3a EEDLSICREBMIZELNTTULET, ZORIZE V=W EEIER
BNBEIITHYELIz, T FRIERATATDESIZEELIZLIDS, YouTube D=
A—RAPTZAERTVET, ELLWEBOCBRLGRELE/HEDSKLSITAEE ST
WEF,

For studying conversation, since | work with Japanese people every day, I actively
try to communicate with as many people as possible, and am now able to convey
what [ want to say. | also watch news and anime on YouTube because I want to
speak like a native speaker in the future. I am also working hard to learn the correct
pronunciation and natural conversation.

BAREZEREHHEBRD 1D BRI, YouTube THHEDHBEBEEDEZ s Esh
BICRTHMELEL-, BRENSEH. HBRLUHOSESGEEZHATHLL, BED
FTIal—iavLELz, FOREH>TN2IZEEHEFELT-,

One month before the JLPT, I studied intensively by reviewing answers and
explanations of past test questions on YouTube. I also learned about the
atmosphere on the day of the test from people who had taken the test before, and
simulated it in my mind. Thanks to their efforts, [ was able to pass the N2 exam.
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RERIL. BREXICHUBI2ONTEDOT, BAELTTEKHAADEHEAL
FAHTFET B, 5SHEFEICDENLTOELNERNET,

After returning to Japan, my dream is to work for a Japanese company, so I will
learn not only the Japanese language but also the Japanese way of working. I would
like to make use of such skills as “ho-ren—so (report, contact, consult)” and “5S” in
the future as well.

JLPTT—EBAYLGIEFBDBHEAMER. ENFEFEA-TRNTEEHNENS
ECAHEERNET BEZI T, ENICADDERNIEHYI TESLERNET , &S
A —HEICTRIRYEL LD,

[ think what&apos;s most important in the JLPT is coming to face yourself and
seeing how much effort and ingenuity you can put in. If you set your goal and work
hard toward it, [ believe you will succeed. Let&apos;s keep strive

=&
Question
KDL HEEZXRLET, (The amount of the stars will show the difficulty)

* #1%k (Beginner) Y% H#k (Intermediate) % % % _L#k (Advanced)

s 8 1
DEEDFEAFELTREELWVNEDE, 1-2:34 Hhio—DZABHUVEFSLY,

* 1835 G TREORARELTLET,

()8 1.0 2.ZI1F 355 4 F 5
(2)&Fhr 1.720L& 21zL\L&S5 BFENWETA 4f0NETA
(B)BE 1.L&TE 2.L&<C 3fzRZTE 4.f=RC
(4)BEE 1.&ALL 2.k 3.&HL 4.8&500

* 2. R T4E FREMKRATLENELE,

(B)RS 1. U&= 2.0p5F 3.V&HE 4. pE
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(6)4H 1.kH 2.&-oh 3.&AITH 4.LIZH
(7)) 1.5225 2525 3M0TH 4. Hm<L
(8 KAT 1.EWSAT 20AT 3.DAT 4T AT
*kx RS AROERZIRLEEOETERAELEL,
(9) & M 1.80L\OA 25AUA 3.1AUA 4 <V A
(10)R&HE  1.HATAS 2HATALESIHATAEL AHATAES
QRPIT 1.TA 2.6 A 3.6A 4.F LS
A2)EHE 1.LAKIRD 2LALIY SLAKLITS 4LAKSE
*x B4 EEFERBITEOT, BRTIOFELL,
(13)E&E 145FHL 2LBHFES 3.Le#HE 4.L0ED
(14) E@IBIT 1.#EAHDITS 2.0 1EYHHD3I5
BAENDHIIDS 4.VEYBHIS5D5
(15)&#H 1582 2.HEFHED 3.&ED 4.0fzYED
(16)#LLY 1.4y 2.L1FLLY 3LFMLLY  4ZFULL
*kk F5:KRALWMIIEARADTEIZELILLE DA, ZTDSEICIEN T,
(17)EB LY 1.6LIIBE51ED 2.6LUESLE
3bWLMIbESLL 4.5LMESFED

(18)&E1E 1.LpoMA 2LEOMA BLehA 4. LEDA

(19)E< 1.F 771X 2.6EAK 3.95E< 4 713
(20)Bnf- 1.&Nh1= 2.&£n1= 3.Int= 4.75nt=
782
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DI EFEEFTELE. RBENEDE, 1:2-3 40 5—DZHUHELY,

* 1: 2L SRNATIN, BYDBHOTITETT,

(21)9cL 1./hL 2.%L 3.KL 44L
(22) SRA 1.KE 2.K{E BFE 4XRE
(23)3Y 1.5 2.5 3.# 4.8

(24)9 & 1. 2.57& 3BE 4EF

* B2: HDMNEEVLEYICEN T, FoF Lo TLIESELY,

(25) & 1.58 2. 3.Fr 4.35

(26) V=Y 1.k 2 il 3A 4.4
(27)FEM>T 1IMN->T 23N ->T  3@EHLDT 4 HIM-T
(28)LV > T 1.552T 2JF>T 347ToT 4FoT

*k  [E3:LEELDEIALDVEYHLEFEITATL,

(29) L&Y 1.8 2.8 3.k 4.4t
(30) &HH 17838 2 B5E 3.5E 4 BhE

BNVEYHEE 1.—AEE 2—AHKE  3—AILETE 4—NHZE
(32)ETA 1.8 2. fal& 3R 4 %
*k 4 DATFLLE WBLDBERILeESEIEDYLET,
(B3)MAIFLILy 1.58EF 28RS 3.EKE 4 ¥ET5E

(34) LyASLY 1.L05% 2.LUA 3.BA 4 FFot
(35)bw5L% 1.;E5¢% 2ER 3.Eitm 4 EiEH
(36)BIEHY 1.5Z1Y 2.H5Y 3.5HY 4.54$Y

*kok 5 FLLGMDNZATY . BESZICONT BFBLZSLY,
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(37) M2 A 1.5E 2 Bt 3.Fam 4 &
(38)EF= 1.J8E 215 3.E 4.7t
(39)DL\T 140V T 23FWNT 3.FT 4 fftNT
(40)BFH 1.5t 2.585 3.BEL 4. B55L
183

[ZANDDIZRELNEDE, 1:2:3-4M5—DZLUEELY,

* (A1)A:ZDORIEA, ESDE?

B:E&MAFREERT. biod HALYIHEWN?2DZESHALI=5?
11T 2.0\ =AY Ry 4. LHE
* (42)0—t—%8HT=-LATITH., BEIXAHCHNT o

1.1=5FF 21-TFd 3hHEFET 4AHMLET
* Kk (43)A:Hoo. Ehof=HIE  biok HTHLN?

B:5A. L&, Lo, ABS,

1.8H>T 2.MF T 3.L\>T 4.F-LHT
*Kk (44)ZORTILOLRANSOTIEHRF O EE ZEMTED,
1.M/LC% 2.0 3.1z 4.%BLH>
* %k (45)FENNVENBLD T HFIRIC BLE BN KEE D,
124 T 21-LT 35MRT 4LFE-T

84

( YOREORNBICERAFZREHEVNEDE, 1:2:3-4h5—DZ 5V,
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* (46)BRTICEHLVWR—/IR—DTELZEITY,
1TRDELIZHLNR—=DH5H 2. RDELIZHLNDR—/ A= HoF=5000

B.RDELIZHFLWLWARA—/IN—DFA—T Ltz 4. ROELIZFHLWLWAR—/IN—NA—TF
I BHEEL:

* (A7) RIZAEALKRCeHYFEE A,

13RIFAEDETRRTY 2IFANTTRR LeHYFEEA
SIRITEMNIFELTNENTY 4 BRIFHED 5 ECTRENTT

**x  (48)FLAZI-RREICHIZEDITTEII,

1X—D&R%ED 2X—V&EHETI 3I—VEEIS 4X—V%H5S
*k  (A9)EBEEXOTHEM, MIHTITLTEFEHEHo7=,
1HHTETNEDL, TES: 2HTEMNG, HFEYXTEEM T
BHMOTEFNEDL, LLEITELLLY 49O TEMS, FATAEITEAI DI

*kk (50)FMEREDDICFIALFEITLENESID,

1. REEHDFEFGLD 2/NEHODOFEFGELH

3. BB LD FE LR 4ATEVDWKESOAEFGZOD

85

RDOXD___ ITANBDIZRBEINBDZE, 1-2-3-4Mb —DZHLULESELY,
* GUHEIITTETEE ' EVWTHYFET &L,

18 2% 3l 4-T

* (B2)A:ZDEN. FOITTHELLTY A,
B:FXEFEWERIMNS,. FDFEFRIZ_ LfZ&LY,
1.LTWT 2LTH-T 3LTHWLT 4LTLFEST

*k  (BIMEMAMIKE
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1.AWEDERAFELED 2.5=WEDZEREDELYTY
BAVLDERATAGYET 4AT-LLDERAZIFINNNTT &

*k  (B4)EBERIFFEVELA, —EEEL-EY 0

13BETRSATLTHE=NTT 2.2 h<{TEERLTLEEA

BEEEESEERLTVWET 4 RZATITIFFTIENDBYTT
*kk (55)HEDEBOELIENST=S o

1 EETREREFEA 2EEFZHEO>TEYELS:

SHRITHETY 4 fLShtaEEELE:

fE1 %8 6
ROXD K ITADTREEWVNEDE, 1:2:-3-4h5—DZALUVESELY,

* (56) CDTHFAM * TY,

1HOMYPTLY  23GED 3.HYFITMD 4 EREAM
* (57)@RD * ERVET,

1.IE5A Y 2HEE SIKSABR  41=8IC

*x  (68)C/MERIFERALT. * 0
1.121% 2Z:EY BREBRET 4.5

*%x (59) *  _ ERBAFIFTHEEOTIESLY,
1.85H 2&LT 3.E7ME 4.£6hH

* %% (60) *x _ COMRIEIKRFERE,
1.50M% 212 & 3.EAMN 4 B &
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fRZ - fRE7 Answer+Explanation
REENFRESNTOEBLERBRIIERELGLEE A,

Words in the options that are not accompanied by English do not make sense.

RARE1 R

Q&AT

(1)1(2)3(3)2(4)4(5)3(6)2(7)1(8)4(9)1(10)3
(11)2(12)4(13)4(14)2(15)1(16)3(17)3(18)1(19)2(20)4
fi#E% Explanation

1 BIXSERTEEODRAEZLTLVET . [My mother is in the kitchen preparing
a meal.)

2 . /w5 T4H EREIARATLELNELT=, [I missed four days of school because I
was sick.)

B3 BARDERZIILZEMEDETIEREINSLY, [ Japanese products are highly

reliable in terms of safety.]
M4 - BEEFERBITLEOT. BT HDIETEELL,

(1t is difficult to make a right turn because the roadway is on the left.]
E5: kB HAIFTARDBEICELIEL S M oF=D . TDILIZENT-,

[When I first came to Japan, | was often surprised at Japanese customs,
but I soon got used to them.)

Q&A?2

(21)4(22)3(23)1(24)2(25)2(26)1(27)4(28)3(29)3(30)1
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(31)4(32)2(33)2(34)1(35)4(36)3(37)1(38)3(39)2(40)4
f#5% Explanation
f1: 223D L FETIN, HFAHOTHETY .

(1t is a little inconvenient here, but I like it because of the forest. ]

Bl2:HDAEZEICHMNST, o9 CIToTLIEELY, [Turn left at that corner and
go straight. ]

B3 : ZEDRED— ASHZ(IREIET, [It's dangerous for a woman to walk alone at
night.]

4 B®RE LN DEEEZHSEYLET . [Parking is not allowed except for related
parties.]

5 : FLE<FETT . BFEITEWNT BRI,

[The show will start soon. Please take your seats and wait.]

Q&A3

(41)1 (42)3 (43)2 (44)4 (45)1

fi#5% Explanation

(ANA: DRI, ES5HE ? [A: What do you think of this tie?]
B:EMNFLEBT,. bLoLIETHRALLLWN? fDZESMNLIZE?

[B: Aren’ t the red and yellow colors a little too flashy? Why don’t you look
for another one?)

1.1&T [flashy] 2.\ VE7E  [nice colors])
3.ELEZ:  [dark colors) 4. LH7 [bland]

(42)3—E—ZRAE=VATI D, BEFRID<ONTHEETH,

TIENEAMZIEL2—(2023 F8 A8)
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[ want to have some coffee. How long does it take for the water to boil?]

1.1=bF9 [stand] 2.7=TFET [be able to stand)

3.5HhEZET  [boil (hon-volitional)]) 40O LET [let boil

(volitional)]

(43)A: B2 EDoT=BIE  BED2EDEVNTHTHLNN?
[A: Wow, what an unusual store! Can I take a look?]
B:3A., LMK, Lo, AB5, [B: Yes, sure. Let's go in.]
1.&5H>T  [touch] 2.MF T [take a look]
3.LvoT [go) 41=-LHh&HT [confirm]

(44) ZDORTIVOLANS Y TIIHRDDOHEEHLHIENTED,
[In this hotel restaurant, you can taste dishes from all over the world.]
1.mC%  [nibble] 2.0 [chew]
3.1=6¢  [try] 4.%HLHS [taste]

(45) BENHNVEVBDITHRFIRICDITTHELE ENLKLED D,
[Soak the ones with bad stains in detergent solution to remove the stain.]
1.2 T [soak] 21-LT [add]

35T [float]) 4LFE->T [shut]

A4 A%

Q&A4
(46)4(47)2(48)3(49)1(50)4
f#Z% Explanation

(46)iAFRICHLLVAR—/IN—DTESHES5TY,

TIENEAMZIEL2—(2023 F8 A8)
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[Apparently a new supermarket is opening in the neighborhood.]
1.RDELIZHLLR—1—HH S

[There is a new supermarket in the neighborhood.)
2R DELITHLOVR—/ =D H =50
[There used to be a new supermarket in the neighborhood.])
BRDELIZHLWAR—/R—DA—T L=

[A new supermarket opened in the neighborhood.]
4 RDFELIZFHLDWR—I—IF =T F 5L/

[1 heard a new supermarket is opening in the neighborhood.)

(A7) RIFIAED LKL oHYEE A [My sister doesn’ t have a healthy body.]

1K (XA BTIRTY [My sister has a strong body and is
well.)

2IKIFAENTELTITR LeHYFEEFA [My sister has a weak body and is

unwell.]

SIKRITAEMZFZELTINENTT [My sister has a thin and small body.]
A IR (IEMSESTKRENTTY [My sister has a fat and large body.)

(48)FE LA A -RAREIZENZ DI TH IS, [Put a mark on the questions you got
wrong.]

1.3—9%2%5  [add a mark]
2X—9%H%ED  [erase a mark]
3X¥—0%&EIS  [write a mark]
43—D%EMHD [color in a mark]
(A9)EBEZEVOH>THEN FIOTIZLTEFEHFHT= o=,

[I tried calligraphy, and for a beginner, it was quite good.)

TIENEAMZIEL2—(2023 F8 A8)
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1.#OTEITNEL, TES- [It was my first time, but I could do
it]

20OTEIL, HEY KLTELGM o= [It was my first time, so |

couldn’ t do it well]
3AHTEITNEL, PLEMF L
[t was my first time, but it seemed like I could write a little])

AHTEMNS, EATAZEITEA ST [t was my first time, so I
couldn’ t write at all]

(50) T ZEDDIZFITAERIFENZH50 ?

[1 wonder if there is a box suitable for sending this stuff.]

1. KREEDFAEIEZLD [if there is a big box]
RINI=NOF TF €A AV [if there is a small box]
3. 15U DFEITELD [if there is a medium—sized box])

4 TEVLWWNVKEZSDREIEZGELAD [f there is box just the right size]

Q&A5
(51)4 (52)3 (53)3 (54)2 (55)1
231 Explanation

(B1)BHFIIZIEITEE ! 1> TEWVVTHYET, [It says “Watch out for cars!” over
there ]

ANENTHEIN. EDEREZEIEEFN~EENTHLIENEIZENFE
I RETIHIDNEIZHTIAATEVET .

[When you want to say what something written says, you use the word
“.to,” but in colloquial speech, it changes to “...tte.”)

TIENEAMZIEL2—(2023 F8 A8)
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(B2)A:ZCOEH. EDOFTHELLTT N, [A: Can | put this material away?]

B:EEEWET D, ZFDFEFICLTEUWLTLZELY, [B: 1 will still use it,

so please leave it as it is. ]

[ZDFFIF SHAFR. NBEEALGNILLOT, "ME"DERI D
Bl ~THUERVFT,

[“As it is” means to have it in the way just as it is, without changing it, so
the phrase “..te oku,” which means to leave it there, is the correct answer.)

(53)MEM I E, BT-WLWBDIERA-{HEYET,
[When I get thirsty, I want something cold to drink.)

MEADOLEIETEIDBYET [~ EIFFHDENAD1DT, “H58
EZETHERLT RDIENFTNTRIS“EVLVSIEKRTY , RICITETZRT XXUEFED
CEMTEFEEANL, EFELFELLD,

[“When I get thirsty” is marked with “to (when),” which is a way to express
conditionality. This phrase means that when something is in one state, it inevitably
causes another thing to occur. Note that this phrase cannot be followed by a
volitional phrase expressing intent.]

(54)BErRAFIFEYVFELED, —EEELEEY ChH<TEGLTLEE A,

[1 got a driver's license, but I haven’t driven since the first time, and am
scared to drive since.)

[AZYTIEALTHS., FOFEFTHE"ELSEKRT. ADKREN T HHTLY
BWCEEEWET, —EEELI-ICENTEH>TULELD T S, NEERL TLY
ULV ANIEETY,

[“Not doing A since” means that the same state (of not doing A) has
continued since that time, i.e. the fact that this person only drove one time has not
changed. Hence, the correct answer is “haven’ t driven.” ]

(55) HBDBOELELENOf-H, EETHEREFE A,

[When it comes to the beauty of the Okinawan sea, no words can do it
justice.]

TIENEAMZIEL2—(2023 F8 A8)
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[~EWN D I[FBEEPRLESFLDRREZREEICT DESITHENE
T, TYALERICIFTENYRBLEYLESEFLN OO XNEFT  [EETIE
RELGVDIF BETEERGUKGNREBELLLV EVLVSEKRTY,

[“"When it comes to” is used to stress the subject, and the degree of
emotions such as surprise and awe that comes with it. Hence, it is followed by
phrases that express emotions like surprise or awe. “No words can do it justice”
means that it is so great that it cannot be said in words.]

HE6.f2 %

Q&A6G6

(56)3 (57)2 (58)1 (59)4 (60)1

fi#E% Explanation

(56) CDTHFAME 3CGED AL HYFT D HMYPT L TY,

[This textbook is easy to understand because of the explanations on
grammar. )

(B7)VRBED =012 BFFFEE I{SABRT [Z5H0L W EBRLET,
[I think you should eat a lot of vegetables for your health.)
(58)Z/MRIFEBELT. JEFET HRFET IZIE LAy,

[ This novel is interesting and I can’t help but read until the end.]

(59) BoM EXMME £3AC ELT ERBALIFTHEENTESLY,

[Regardless of whether you buy it or not, please just at least listen to the
explanation. ]

(60)BsfEE BERM MHD [TE & COMBRIFHRITEINEL,

[Even though it will take more time and money, this research should
continue.)
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