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Do Japanese People Enjoy queuing??
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Dear readers. How do you usually wait when you are at the station waiting for the
train? Are there any differences between Japan and your home country in how
people wait for the train? You have probably withessed the common scene of people
lining up at the boarding point of trains in Japan. Likewise, outside of train stations,
you may come across people lined up in a queue in front of popular restaurants. It is
also a common sight in Japan to see people go to the very end of the queue when
lining up, keeping the order of those queued up. In this edition, we will explore the
social norm of “queuing” in Japan.
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Queuing is Part of Everyday Life for the Japanese

Japanese people do not necessarily enjoy lining up, and in fact, feel that they would
rather not stand in a queue if they could avoid it. Nevertheless, they are taught the
importance of “respecting the order of the queue” and to “considering the feelings
of those who have been waiting longer than you” from a young age. Because the
Japanese are naturally steeped in these ideas even as adults, they queue in their
daily lives without giving it any particular concern. The sight of the Japanese
queuing up no matter where or when might seem an odd sight for many in the world.
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The Purpose of queuing Properly

Not only do the Japanese value waiting in a queue, but they also value respecting
the order of those in line. How would you feel if, for example, you were waiting in line
for the train when someone who just came, wanting to get on the train before you,
cut in line in front of you? It wouldn’ t be pleasant. When you need to wait for the
train, you, too, should consider the feelings of the people waiting in line before you,
and wait at the end of the queue. When you are not sure whether someone is in
queue or not, make sure to ask them, “Excuse me, but are you waiting in line?” to
prevent misunderstanding and further trouble. If someone arrives at the queue at the
same time, it would be courteous to let them go first, saying, “After you!”
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How to Wait When there is No Queue?

Depending on where you are waiting, there are times when you are made to wait
sitting on a chair rather than in a line. Even in these cases, you should honor those
who where there first, and let them go before you. If there are many people who are
waiting, try to let the elderly and disabled, as well as those waiting longer than you,
to sit in the waiting seats. When you sit in an empty chair, check around you to
make sure there is no one needing the seat before seating.
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The “Cooperativeness” and “Mutual Courtesy” that the Japanese Value

The Japanese are a people that take properly waiting in line for granted, and this
customary social norm is said to be born out the virtues of “cooperativeness” and
“mutual courtesy.”
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“Cooperativeness”

signifies the virtue of mutual cooperation among people with differing values and
ideas to work together for the achievement of a common goal. Instead of seeking
the benefit of a single person, the Japanese work so that everyone there will benefit.
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“Mutual Courtesy”

signifies the mutual consideration for others so that people can feel better.
Nurturing a spirit of mutual courtesy allows them to avoid unnecessary conflict.
Even solely for avoiding unnecessary conflict, it is important to have a spirit of
courtesy and line up properly in queue.
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These two virtues are not limited to queuing, but also important in your personal life
and at work. We encourage readers to live your days considering the feelings of
those around by first, being conscious about how you stand in line.

REANDLEFHREGZED

Important Hints that Lead to Tomorrow
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What is the Resident Tax?
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Do you know what kind of taxes you are paying in Japan? There are a variety of
taxes in Japan ranging from those paid along with everyday purchases to those
withdrawn from monthly salary. Some of you might wonder why it is that taxes are
withdrawn from your monthly salary. In this edition, we will discuss about the
“Resident Tax” which is among the taxes withdrawn from your monthly pay.
Let&apos;s take this time to learn about the importance of paying taxes.
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What is the Resident Tax?

The resident tax is a type of regional tax that is paid to the locality where you life.
To be precise, this is the municipality (city, ward, town, or village) to which your
Residence Certificate has been filed by January 1. Because the taxed amount is
determined based on the previous year’ s income, anyone who has income from the
previous year, and has a registered Residence Certificate by January 1, has an
obligation to pay the tax, regardless of nationality. There are, however, those who do
not need to pay this tax, such as those underage with an income not exceeding
1,350,000 yen, those with disabilities, or those on welfare. A notice letter will be sent
along with a overdue fine if the resident tax is not paid by the given due date. It is
important to pay taxes properly, because neglecting to do so can get you disqualified
from renewing your visa.

MEIXEALGIEICEDNTING?
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How are Taxes Used?

It is not just important that you pay your taxes, but you should also know how taxes
are being used. All taxes, including the resident tax, are used for all sorts of things.
For example, they are used for the upkeep of infrastructure such as water pipes and
roads that we use everyday in our lives, as well as public services for maintaining a
safe and secure society, such as for the collection and disposal of trash, for fire and
police, medical care, and education. The usage differs according to the municipality,
so we encourage you to find out how your taxes are being used in your municipality.
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Where and When do We Pay Resident Tax?

There are 2 ways we can pay for the resident tax. One is through your company,
that pays the tax on your behalf. The company withdraws the taxable amount from
its employee’ s monthly salary, and pays to the local municipality. The employees
then receive the remaining “tax—deducted” salary. This is the norm for people who
are with a company. The second is paid by yourself. Every year, a payment form for
your resident tax will be sent from your local municipality, where you are required to
pay the given amount at a banking facility. Additionally, when you retire from your
company and return to your home country, it is customary for the company to
withdraw all the unpaid taxes from your retirement money or salary so that those
taxes can be paid.

HERMBZLKYRTHES

TIMENEAMZEL2—(2022F3 A8)



BSAlX. BASHARITIHEEHAMZLOMVRTOWEI N ? S ADKE S
ZLoo=bl FRYREIFETZRAD TG EQLILHRENSIMNTNELER
THFELL SEBNAL-ERBROMICEESANI LS TLAHRELHYFET .
MRENBDIEBIADVDDELNFEREAN, LD EFICAMI—ERZZITS
NAHRICTIDITERENDETY  BRITEC—BELT. HEEMOHIE
HERFBFELLD,

Look Closely at Your Pay Statement

Do you check your pay statement issued every month by your company in detail?
When you receive the pay statement for the month’ s salary, don’ t only look at the
net (disposable) income, but also make sure to check what sort of taxes are
deducted. Apart from the resident tax discussed here, there are also other taxes
that you are paying. Some might feel that the taxes are too high, but taxes are
necessary for society to provide equal services to everyone in the public. As
someone who lives in Japan, try to be conscious of paying the tax.

&Y RERES

First Safety Over Everything

~HDEWERIR | ~ BIRE R T H1=H D OFE LT

~Danger if You Don’ t Know~

Phrases and Signs for Avoiding Danger

S RIF. BRER T D-OICRBEGORCEHE . TAMZATHRLELLD,

In this month’ s edition, let’ s study phrases and signs necessary for avoiding danger,
in test format.

T Ak Test

1. ROEFEZEFTEUVT, BERZTEHRALTZEL ( 6)Write the following

words in Kanji, along with its meaning

EltA i ke Ek:
EAL EF: Bk
B30y EF =1
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2. ROBGDERZTELARFTENTLZSWN( 712)

Rewrite the following phrases used at the work site into polite Japanese

HARZ ! VOB SRy T !
THE! SFAL! LA! oh!

Elt! KB75 " KA !
EEN ! SREYT ! (FULVBAE ! A IEDAL !
SHBH ! SEHAK ! WNEZ(F !

En! = !

) FRIETELABARETIIHVD T, ERHEDSIAIZFEALLENTEEL
Note: the phrases above are not polite, so trainees should not be using them.

3. ROEHBEZR-OHEI=IXESLET M ? ( 6)What you will do if you see the

following signs?
ZZ Answers

1. ROEEZEFTEVT, BERFHRBALTLZEL ( 6)Write the following
words in Kanji, along with its meaning

=lTA EF: fEAlR Bk HAE T It is dangerous.
EAl ¥ Fib 2K LTIXLMFZELY Z&  Ttis not allowed.
Loy EF: EE 2K TEDOITH L Be careful.

2. ROBUSHDEFEZTELRARZETEVTZEN( 112)

Rewrite the following phrases used at the work site into polite Japanese

HARZ! B ALY T (It is dangerous.)

PHAH ! Ay T ! PHT =& [Please stop.]

IHE! STAL! L7V T <Ff=&LV[Please don’ t do that.)
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LA ! /P! LT LS Please do it.]

ElF 't EWT FZELV[Please move aside.]

B /KA ! ZIZULNT <fZ&LV[Please don’ t come near me.]
EEN ' SRMYT ! EFE-T {FZ&LV[Please stop now.])

[FNB7E ! AEVDALG ! [ENBENT {fZEUV[Please don’ t enter.]
EHBE ! SEDAL Y EHBENT {fZ&LV[Please don’ t touch it.]
WE(F ! LEULT <F2ELV[Please make haste.]

En' EoT KFZELVPlease grab / take it.]

fZ ! LTIEWFFRE A KLGEL T [You mustn’t / shouldn’ t do that.]
) LR TEGHARETEGLOT, RBEOESARFEALGEL T ZE0
Note: the phrases above are not polite, so trainees should not be using them.

3. ROEHEZR-5HLTIEESLEFIT M ? ( /6)What you will do if you see the

following signs?

FEELET I will watch out / be careful.
FzIXZEW|IVEE A [ won’t smoke here.

AYZEHA Iwon'tenter.

EIEEAELFE T I will keep the place tidy and organized.
LFIZFELZET 1 will watch out overhead/above.
BEHE—FEIZEZFET 1 will think of safety above all else.

BRDHERENOTFEEOIC.FT . CNoDEECEHZTEICEA TS
Ly!

In order to protect yourself from danger, try to learn these words and signs perfectly
first!
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